
Dora Niederman was born in a village in the mountains of Slovakia. She was a teenager when 

the Nazis deported the Jews of her region to Auschwitz in the spring of 1944. She was later 

sent to Stutthof concentration camp and then to work on a German farm. Dora was liberated 

by the Russians in the spring of 1945. 

 

PR     Dora, may I begin by asking your name and when and where you were born?  

DN     I was born in a small town in Czechoslovakia, in the Carpathian mountains. I was born October 15, 1927.  

PR     It was a very small village.  

DN     A small village. Maybe four, five hundred people living in the village.  

PR     And it was Christians and Jews.  

DN     Christians and Jews. We got along very nicely. We had no problems until 1939 when Hitler make anti-Semitism 
against the Jewish people and then Hungarian police came in and started telling the non-Jewish people, that Jews no 
good. They really brought in the anti-Semitism. The non-Jewish people were afraid for [of] Germans and Hungarians. We 
had a teacher. He was a very nice teacher. Hungarians came in and they said he was a spy and they shot him, and left 
him in river and he was laying there in our river. He was laying there maybe two or three weeks in the river. He was all 
blown up. Parents came to pick up and they wouldn't let his parents pick him up: this is what is going to happen to you if 
you help the Jewish people.  

PR     They ruled by terror.  

DN     That's right, and then really started the terrible anti-Semitism. They had put so much fear in the people, that people 
themselves were feared. That will happen to them like what happened to teacher.  

PR     The Jewish people of Hungary were deported to Auschwitz in 1944. But for four years, the war had been going on 
and the destruction of the Jewish people had been going on. Did you know about it?  

DN     No, maybe I was too young. Maybe the older people knew but I was too young. I don't remember them saying 
anything about it. Nobody telling us. We were a small town. Between hills. There was nobody to tell us. Maybe in the 
bigger cities people know. We didn't know nothing about it till the Hungarians came in 1944 and they start to beat. I 
remember they took my stepfather out and for two days he not come home. You know we were very orthodox people. He 
had beard. He had peahs. When he came home he was all beaten up. Shaved beard. Peahs off. Didn't know who the 
man was when walked in house. His voice we recognized. By his voice. For no reason  

PR     When the Germans arrive, it's Passover.  

DN     Yeah, it our Passover holiday. Last day of Passover they came in. We were all sleeping and they woke us up in the 
middle of the night and they made us get up. And just leave the house just like we were. Night gowns. They finally let us 
put dress on and our shoes. And took us to the ghettoes. And everybody opened the door for the Jewish people and 
whatever they had to share. And we stayed maybe month in ghetto. With no food. No clothes. Didn't let us take anything 
with us. And then one night they came in the ghettoes. They had surrounded the Jewish section. They had put us all in 
same neighborhood. And then they came one night and they gathered everybody and they took us in horse and buggy 
and put us on trains. Must have put cows.  

PR     Cattle cars.  

DN     Fifty people on one train. We didn't know. They say, We're going to a place they going to put us to work. With no 
food. No water. With little bitty windows to look out. The windows were with iron so if we wanted to push, we couldn't 

through windows. And three days over mountains…  


