
Nonfiction 

Non-fiction is literature based on facts and information that the author believes to be truthful.  This type of 

literature includes biographies, stories about a historical event, and stories about a particular time period. 

Fiction 

Fiction is literature created from the imagination and not presented as fact, though it may be based on a true 

story or situation. Types of literature in the fiction genre include novels, short stories, and novellas. 

Genre 

A genre is a category of artistic composition, as in music or literature, characterized by similarities in form, 

style, or subject matter. 

 

Fantasy 

The Fantasy genre incorporates magic and other supernatural phenomenon as a principal plot element, 

theme, or setting.  Stories often include imaginary worlds, magical creatures, witchcraft, dream worlds, 

wizards, elves, and fairies.  

Graphic Fiction 

Stories in comic-strip format that are presented as a book. Terms "graphic novel" or “graphic fiction” are 

applied broadly and include fiction, non-fiction, anthologies, manga, as well as books about drawing 

and creating graphic fiction.  Graphic fiction, though presented in comic strip form, is different than an 

anthology of comic strips you may find in a newspaper. 

History & Culture 

Stories set in previous era or in another culture that attempt to convey the spirit and social customs of 

that time and/or place with detail and truthfulness. 

Mystery (Crime and suspense) 

Stories that center on problem solving, typically focused on the investigation of a crime.  The mystery 

genre includes crime dramas, detective stories, police procedurals, and murder mysteries. 

Science Fiction 

Stories that deal with the impact of imagined innovations of scienc and technology. Science fiction 

stories usually incorporate futuristic settings, space travel, time travel, faster than light travel, parallel 

universes, extraterrestrial life, alien invasions, alternative worlds, alternative futures, cyberpunk, 

dystopias, and post apocalypse worlds. 

 



Sports 

The sports genre includes stories centering on athletes, sports, or sporting events.  These stories often 

focus on themes of overcoming odds, team building, and fulfilling potential. 

Supernatural 

Stories with plot or themes that contradict our natural, human, world experiences.  Supernatural stories 

often include horror, vampires, werewolves and other monsters, ghosts, poltergeists, ESP, paranormal 

and psychic abilities, demons, gods and goddesses, and ancient legends. 

Thriller 

The thriller genre is all about risk, danger, physical challenges, and action.  Usually a thriller is a fast 

paced adventure focusing on the actions of a hero. Stories often include action and adventure novels, 

war stories, and spy novels. 

Young Adult 

The young adult genre focusses on the lives and problems of teens and young adults.  Themes in this 

genre include love and romance, coming-of-age, searching for identity, problems with growing up, 

family life, and the loss of a parent through death, abandonment, or forced separation.  Young adult 

stories also include general plot lines within high school, college, teen groups, and cliques. 

 


